Alberta first off the mark
Having started a voluntary program in 2001,
Alberta has had the longest running Johne’s
control program of any Canadian province.
Although some momentum was lost in past
years, Alberta Milk is supporting a brand new
program, the Alberta Johne’s Disease Initiative
(AJDI). The new initiative is based on a herd
risk assessment (RA) and management plan
(MP) completed with a producer’s herd health
veterinarian. Reimbursement of $200 per
on-farm visit is available for the veterinarian’s
time in completing the first RA and MP.
Environmental (manure) samples are taken at
this visit and testing costs of these samples are
also covered in the program. Approximately
25 per cent of Alberta producers are now
enrolled in the AJDI.
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Top quality, registered
Holstein bulls from very
high-producing dams
and the most popular
sires.
Phone 403-227-2142.
Breeding age Holstein
bulls. VG + EX dams,
some over 300 BCA.
Semen tested and
guaranteed.
Phone Heini at 403843-3408 or Markus at
403-783-0442.
Milking registered
heifers and breeding age
registered bulls for sale
all the time. Only top
sires used.
Phone 780-387-5398 or
780-387-8128.
Holstein heifers, fresh or
springing.
Phone 403-381-4850.
Breeding age Jersey
bulls. Dams many
generations. VG, EX +
high LPI. Make Holstein
heifers easy to freshen.
Rochester, AB.
Phone 780-698-2267.
Breeding age bulls
available from top
sires with high LPI and
production.Tested for
semen, Leukosis and
BVD. Also milking heifers
and embryo’s available.
Phone 403-315-4536.

This original article appeared in the June 2011 edition
of the Milk Producer magazine. Our thanks to Dr. Ann
Godkin for permission to re-print.

Alberta is not the only province working on
Johne’s Disease control. There are many
programs offered across Canada that have been
designed to help create awareness about this
disease.
To ensure Canadian dairy products come from
herds where Johne’s Disease is under control
and cows are not at risk of infection, the
Canadian Johne’s Initiative designed an
on-farm program in 2007 to achieve this goal.
Today, producer and veterinarian participation
is critical to success in several provinces that
have moved ahead to implement the program.
To get underway, each provincial Johne’s
group has had to seek funding from producer
organizations and, if available, from either
provincial or federal governments.

Alberta is the only province (so far) to
incorporate a Johne’s herd status program. In
this program, herds can rise through four
levels of Johne’s status. They have to follow
an increasingly rigorous testing protocol and
add no animals from outside the herd or only
those from herds of similar or higher Johne’s
status. They can advance from Level 1 to
Level 4—the highest level—over a period of
no less than two years.

Over the last four years, some provinces have
gone ahead with program implementation
while others are moving at a slower pace.
While most provincial dairy groups are keen to
have a Johne’s program in place, the rate and
style of program implementation mostly
reflects the different ways funds have been put
forward for Johne’s prevention. Let’s take a
closer look at the current status of Johne’s
programs across Canada:

Just Like Milk, high
quality milk replacer.
The best product for
the right price. For
more information go
to justlikemilk.com or
Phone 403-507-9129.

Ontario gets strong producer
support
In Ontario, producers have strongly supported
and funded the voluntary Johne’s program
rolled out in January 2010. Program on-farm
components include testing all cows in the
milking herd at one time using either a serum
or CanWest DHI milk ELISA test; completing
an annual Risk Assessment and Management
Plan (RAMP) with the herd veterinarian;
removing high-titre (HT) cows (1.0 or higher

The ideal slurry and
liquid manure treatment
 Makes slurry homogenous  PPrevents
t nutrient
t i t lloss
 Overcomes crust formation  Curtails noxious odours

High quality dairy hay.
Phone for analysis.
Phone 403-892-0291.

European technology • Effective • Economical • Easy to Use
Illustrations 1 - 4 show the homogenizing effect of penergetic g on liquid manure.
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PENERGETIC CANADA
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ELISA scores) to deadstock, burial or
composting.

on-farm risk assessments to highlight
necessary herd management changes.

Participating producers are reimbursed $8 per
cow tested and $500 per HT cow removed.
Through the first year, enrollment in the full
program has been running at about 70 per cent
of eligible herds.

Atlantic provinces join forces
The Atlantic Johne’s Initiative, supported by
the four Atlantic provincial producer boards,
started in June. This program, too, will involve
subsidized testing and subsidized vet
consultations to conduct the on-farm RAMP.

Quebec government runs program
In Quebec, the provincial government
conducts and funds a slightly different
program. In the first year, enrolled herds
participate in a risk analysis, similar to the
Alberta and Ontario RAMP, with their herd
vet.

Differences minimal
While it may appear the provinces are going in
somewhat different directions as they roll out
their Johne’s programs, the basic elements of
all these initiatives are similar. Programs
remain voluntary, although financial support to
offset costs of Johne’s testing, veterinary
services or both, encourages producers to
participate.

The government pays 75 per cent of the
veterinary time and the producer the remaining
25 per cent, with up to a two-hour consultation
being funded. In the second and subsequent
years, the producer follows up on the vet’s
recommendations and begins testing.

All programs incorporate testing. While
programs may have either cows or
environmental samples tested, the objective is
the same: identifying whether a herd is likely
to have Johne’s and partially quantify whether
Johne’s is likely to be a major or minor
problem.

Testing of either six environmental samples—
manure samples from the cow housing—by
culture or milk ELISA of up to 60 cows is
required annually. The program subsidizes
testing at a rate of $15 per culture instead of
the regular $25 fee, and $8 per milk ELISA.
The program also pays 75 per cent of the
annual one-hour vet visit cost.

Most importantly, all programs strongly
endorse the vet-producer consultation or
RAMP approach.
While implementation is occurring quite
independently in each province, differences
are quite minimal when examined closely.
Each program has good scientific support and
continuous scientific evaluation. Each program
has an excellent chance for success if
producers and vets continue to participate.
Participation is critical. The ultimate goal of
all these programs is to have a national dairy
industry that can state all Canadian herds are
enrolled and actively participating in
recognized Johne’s programs shown to
effectively limit the disease’s spread. We want
Canadian dairy products to come from farms
where the next generation of cows will be
from our own, new dairy heifers raised to be
Johne’s-free.

As a condition of joining the program,
producers agree to either retain test-positive
cows identified or to remove them only to
slaughter or a laboratory—they agree not to
sell any known test-positive animals to other
producers. The government tracks test-positive
animal movement using the cow’s number
from the provincial traceability program
(ATQ).
This spring, 16 per cent of Quebec dairy herds
are participating in the Johne’s program
B.C. offers testing
British Columbia began to offer Johne’s testing
to dairy and beef producers at the provincial
diagnostic laboratory in the Spring, 2011. The
B.C. initiative also endorses vet-conducted

Ann Godkin, a veterinary scientist with the
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Rural Affairs, chairs the Ontario Johne’s
Industry Working Group.
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60 Mushroom type
stalls, $30 each. 6.5
foot rugged box liner for
Dodge Ram truck $150.
Phone Ben at 403-8962709.
All classes of hay, low
potassium, high protein.
Delivery available.
Phone 403-783-1787.
Breeding age Holstein
bulls. Sire Shottle and
Million.
Phone 780-785-2689.
800 gallon milktank,
DeLaval vacuum pump,
milk receiver, Harmony
Plus cluster, MP3
steel frame plate heat
exchanger, freestalls,
Artex PM pasture mats.
Phone 403-556-5812.
James Way 20 ft.
diameter tower silo
top. “VOLUMAXX”
silage unloader, c/w
mechanical, electrical
and manual. James Way
20 ft. diameter “B.U.C.S.”
silage unloader, c/w
mechanical, electrical
and manual. New
Holland model 28 blower.
Also, Jiffy Bow Deck.
Phone Peter at 403559-7182.
Register Holstein bull, 2
yrs old. Good disposition,
sired by Windy-View
Primetime. Dam is
Excellent-5E.
Phone Kozak Holsteins
at 780-878-3851. Hay
Lakes.
2500 gallion tallow or
water tank. Also, Mueller
bulktank washer and
Mueller bulktank wash
control Century 21.
Phone Joe at 403-6412141.

