New Members of
Alberta Milk

Johne’s Disease
Initiatives Across
Canada

Source: Daria Taylor, Human Resources Specialist

for

sale

Top quality, registered
Holstein bulls from very
high-producing dams and
the most popular sires.
Phone 403-227-2142.
Breeding age Holstein
bulls. VG + EX dams,
some over 300 BCA.
Semen tested and
guaranteed. Phone Heini
at 403-843-3408 or
Markus at 403-783-0442.
Milking Registered
Heifers and Breeding Age
Registered Bulls for sale
all the time. Only top sires
used. Phone 780-3875398 or 780-387-8128.
Holstein heifers, fresh or
springing.
Phone 403-381-4850.
Breeding age Jersey
bulls. Dams many
generations. VG, EX +
high LPI. Make Holstein
heifers easy to freshen.
Rochester, AB. Phone
780-698-2267.
Breeding age bulls
available from top
sires with high LPI and
production. Tested for
semen, Leukosis and
BVD. Also milking heifers
and embryo's available.
Phone 403-315-4536.
Just Like MILK. High
Quality Milk replacer.
The Best Product for
the Right Price. For
more information go to:
justlikemilk.com
Phone Arie
VandenBroek 403-5079129.
Ten calf hutches, with
six stalls each. $100 per
stall. No Sunday phone
calls please.
Phone 403-308-6298.
Fresh, springing & open
heifers for sale.
Phone 403-556-0842.

Source: Adapted from the Canadian Animal Health
Coalition

There is always a great excitement when new
staff start in our office. While we are always so
sad to see someone leave (we are just a big
family after all), we enjoy welcoming new
members to our team as they bring so much –
a different perspective, new energy, and
vibrancy to the office. We are happy to
welcome Cory Peterson and Forrest Evans to
Alberta Milk.

As Alberta dairy producers continue to make a
united commitment to managing and
decreasing the level of Johne’s disease (JD), it
is important to know that efforts like the
Alberta Johne’s Disease Initiative are being
made across Canada. Here is a quick look at
our neighbors’ Johne’s disease activities across
Canada:
• Atlantic Johne’s Disease Initiative has 53
per cent of producers enrolled.
• Quebec Voluntary Paratuberculosis
Prevention and Control Program has been in
place since 2007 and consists of an initial risk
assessment and management plan, followed
by annual verification of the implementation
of the management plan and environmental or
milk testing to measure herd prevalence.
• Ontario Johne’s Education and
Management Assistance Program has

Filling the
finance assistant
position, Cory
graduated from
the Northern
Alberta Institute
of Technology
with his
Business
Administration
Diploma in
Finance. He has
worked as a
customer service representative in the banking
industry since graduation. This summer, Cory
tried his hand at milking the cow at our display
at the Calgary Stampede. Although he was not
able to milk faster than a farmer, he is eager to
learn more about the dairy industry.
Forrest is our
new policy
analyst. He just
submitted his
thesis for Masters
of Economics at
Queen’s
University and
has a Bachelor of
Science in
Biological
Sciences as
well. Forrest
worked as an environmental consultant for a
couple of years before going back to school to
study economics. Forrest will be taking on the
challenges of policy work as well as working
with Sherrie in assisting producers with their
quota management inquiries.
October 2012
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reported that over 50 per cent of Ontario
herds and over 90,000 cows have been tested.
Importantly, the Program has identified and
aided in the culling of the heavy
Mycobacterium avium subspecies
paratuberculosis (MAP) shedders.
• Saskatchewan Dairy Herd Health and
Screening Initiative. The initiative is in
development and will include MAP testing of
bulk milk and environmental manure
samples, veterinary training, dairy herd risk
assessments and management planning are
key components.
• Manitoba Johne’s Disease Initiative uses a
risk management approach provided via the
herd veterinarian. Past testing found 68 per
cent of herds had one or more positive
environmental test.
• Alberta Johne’s Disease Initiative is at 48
per cent participation and has found that 27
percent of herds had one or more positive
environmental test results in the first year.
• British Columbia Johne’s Disease Initiative
has recently received Growing Forward
funding for 2013-14 to continue validations
of lab diagnostics and to conduct MAP and
BVD testing on beef and dairy farms. The
latter is done in conjunction with on-farm JD
risk assessment and a best management plan.
• Canadian Cattleman’s Association provides
disease information and best management
practices for preventing the introduction and
spread of the disease.

Banff. Following is a sample of recent Johne’s
disease and MAP research studies:
• Economic analysis of MAP vaccines in
dairy herds.
• Crohn’s disease and MAP: The need for a
study is long overdue.
• Heat treatment of colostrum on commercial
dairy farms decreases colostrum microbial
counts while maintaining colostrum
immunoglobulin G concentrations.
• Suspicion of MAP transmission between
cattle and wild-living Red Deer (cervus
elaphus) by multitarget genotyping.
• Examples and suggestions for the control
of MAP in European cattle.
• Examination of milk filters by real-time
PCR as a herd-level indicator of the presence
of MAP in dairy herds.
• Reactions to a vaccination against MAP
and its side-effects on milk goats.
Alberta Milk is pleased to provide updates on
current Johne’s research projects, findings and
provide direction for future studies as part of
our support of the Alberta Johne’s Disease
Initiative.

Tower silo equipment,
Jiffy blower deck,
New Holland blowers,
2 James way silo
unloaders: one top
the other B.U.C.S.
Functional and complete
with 50” elevated
conveyor. Phone Peter
at 403-559-7182.
Registered holstein
heifer, fresh or springing.
Phone 403-901-4602.

wanted
Alberta Prime Beef

The Alberta Milk Dairy
Conference and
Annual General Meeting
November 20 - 22 in Calgary. Deadline to
register is October 19.

In support of increasing global knowledge of
the bacteria that causes JD, an annual MAP
researchers meeting was established. This year
will be the 5th Annual MAP Researchers
Meeting will be held October 11-13, 2012 in

Distributors of:

for sale
cont’d

Go to albertamilk.com or contact Kim at
780-577-3325.

nutrisource
“more than just feed”

Want to buy bull calves,
picking up twice a week.
Phone 403-634-5423.
For more information and Sales:
Georges Uebelhardt
georges.uebelhardt@nutri-source.ca
PH 403 350-5116
Ofϔice 1-866-948-4578
info@nutri-source.ca

The Young Animal Specialists
Inoculants for improved fermentation
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buying all classes of
Holstein steers and
cows.Trucking available.
Picture Butte, Alberta
Contact:
Andy Houweling
403-308-8700
Clint deLeeuw
403-634-4630
Brad deLeeuw
403-382-7362
Office
403-732-5644
Fax
403-732-4387

October 2012

For rent: 120 cow dairy
operation with barn and
land in the Sundre area.
Options negotiable.
Phone Peter at 403559-7182.

